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STATE OF MAINE
COMMISSION ON GOVERNMENTAL ETHICS
AND ELECTION PRACTICES
135 STATE HOUSE STATION
AUGUSTA, MAINE
Q4333-0135

September 13, 2007

By E-Mail and Regular Mail
Benjamim Meiklejohn

11 Exchange Street
Portland, ME 04101

- Dear Mr. Meiklejohn:

On Jaruary 4, 2007, the Ethics Commission staff mailed you a letter notifying you of its
preliminary determination that a penalty of $197.02 was owed for the late filing of the
42-day post-election campaign finance report that was due on December 19, 2006. You
responded by paying $100 of the penaity, and submitting a written staternent of your
intention to pay the remaining amount of $97.02 in April 2007.

After not receiving any payment, Candidate Registrar Sandy Thompson e-mailed you on
August 31, 2007 and attempted to leave you a voicemail message. On September 10,
2007, T e-mailed you and left you a voicemail message asking for you to confirm whether
you would pay the penalty this month. I reccived no response.

The Commission is required to refer late-filing penalties that remain unpaid for more than
30 days to the State Attorney General pursuant to 21-A MR.S.A. § 1020-A(10). In
practice, the Commission is willing to enter into longer payment periods provided that the
late-filers demonstrate good faith in adhering to payment plans. This is to inform you
that the Commission will next meet on September 21 at 9:00 a.m. at the
Commission’s office at 242 State Street. If the $97.02 portion of the penaity is not
paid by that date, the staff will recommend that the Commission refer the unpaid
penalty to the State Attorney General for collection. You are welcome to attend the
meeting to respond to the proposed referral or to submit a written response in advance of
the mecting. Please teleplione me at 287-4179 if you have any questions.

Sincerely,

pmathan Wayn.ear-

xecutive Director

QFFICE LOCATED AT: 242 STATE STREET, AUGUSTA, MAINE
WEBSITE: WWW. MAINE.GOV/ETHICS

PHOME: (207) 287-4179 FAX: {(207) 287-68775
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Title 21-A, §1020-A, Failure to file on time

8. Failure to Fle report, The commission shall notify a candidate who hag failed to file 2 report required by this subchapter, in
wtiting, informing the candidate of the requircment to file a report, If a candidate fails to file a report after 3 written communications
from the commission, the commission shall send up to 2 more written communications by certified mail infarming the candidate of the
trequirement to file and that the matter may be referred to the Attamney General for critninal prosecution. A candidate who fails to filea
report as required by this subchapter after the commission has get the communications requited by this subsection is guilty of 3 Class E
crime. ‘. : : ‘ ‘

[2003, c. 628, Pt. A, §3 (rpr).l

8-A. Penalties for failure to file report. The penalty fot failure to file a report required under this subchhpter may not excecd the
maximum penalties as provided in subsection 5-A.
[200%, c. 628, PL. A, 56 (new).]

9, List of late-filing candidates. The commission shall prepare & list of the names of vandidates who are late in filing a report
required under section 1017, subsection 2, paragraph C or D or section 1017, subsection 3-A, paragraph B or C within 30 days of the date
of the slection and shall make that list available for public inspection. ‘

[1995, . 483, §15 {(new).]

10. Enforcement. The comumission staff has the responsibility for collecting the full amenat of any penalty and has all necessary
powers to carry out this responsibility. Fajlure to pay the full amount of any penalty levied under this subchapter is a civil violation by
the candidate, treasurer, political party or other person whose campaign finance activities are Tequired by thig subchapter to be teported.
Thirty days after issuing the notice of penalty, the commission shall report to the Attorney General the name of any petsoft who has failed
to pay the full amount of any penaity. The Attorney General shall enforee the vinlation in a civil action to collect the fult outstanding
amount of the penalty, This action must be brought in the Superior Court for Kennebec County of the District Court, 7th Distriet, Division
of Sonthern Kenncbec, ‘

[1999, c. 428, 5323 (amd).]

4

MESA ,  ST.21A SEC.1020A/4,5 [(AMD).
IB 1995, Ch. 1, 515 (AMD}.

BL 1995, Ch. 483, §L5 (NEW).

EL 1995, Ch. 625, 5§35 (AMD).
RR 1385, Ch. 1, §10 (COR).

RR 1$%5, Ch. 2, 8§38 (COR).

Pt 1999, Ch. 426, §32,33 (AMD).
PL 1999, Ch. 729, §5 (AMD).
- PL 2001, Ch. 47¢, §11 (AFF).

PL 2001, Ch. 470, §&7,8 (AMD}.
PL 2001, Ch. 714, SEPL (AMD).
BT 2001, Ch. 714, . SPP2 (AFF).
BL 2003, Ch. 302, &4 (AMD)..

BL 2002, Ch. 448, B§4 (AMD).

BL 2003, Ch. 628, BEA3-6. (AMD).
BR 2002, Ch. 1, §14 (COR).

Toxt current thrawgh Dacember 31, 2006, document created Z006-11-01, page 3,
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Wayne, Jonathan .
From: Wayne, Jonathan :
Sent: Monday, Septernber 10, 2007 11:57 AM
To: 'meikib@portlandschools.org'
Ce: Thormpsan, Sandy, Lavin, Paul
Subject: Unpaid Late-Filing Penalty

Sandy Thompson has informed me that you owe $97.02 on a late filing penalty for your 2006 legislative campaign, and
that we received a written statement that we would receive this amount in April 2007, After not receiving the 597.02,
Sandy e-mailed you on August 31 and left you a voicemail asking for an update,

Our nest Cormmission meeting is Friday, September 21, Af that meeting, | will recommend that the Commission refer the
unpaid penalty to the State Attorney General for collection unless | receive a commitment from you by e~mail no later than
12:00 noon on Thursday, September 13 that you will pay the remaining $87.02 by the end of this month, If | don't hear
back from you, at the end of the day on Septernber 13 [ will publish the agenda with the AG referral included as iterm #3.

I will call you to leave you thié message as well, We need {0 get this resolved. Thank you.

Jonathan Wayne

Executive Director

Maine Ethics Commission

135 8HS
Augusta, ME 04333

X yFiceme\  messag €
L EA aw Q\/lé/@“?.
75477 6% H

*--*'Sor{mle\:\m«\ QG“EM‘L
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- Thompson, Sandy

uuuuuu i — o

From: Thompson, Sandy
- Sent: Friday, August 31, 2007 11:43 AM
To: 'meiklb@portiandscheols.org'

Subject:  Unpaid Penalty of $97.02 - Please pay ASAF.
Importance: High

Dear Ben — | left & message on your home phone too. Flease pay this over due penalty. The last communication
from you said that you would pay in April but we have not received a payment. Any guestions please call (267-
7651) or e-mail me. Thank you. ‘ ‘

Sandy Thompson
Gandidate Ragistrar:
Maine Commission on Govermmental Sthics
and Election Pragtices
wabsite: www. malne govigthics

9/10/2007
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STATE OF MAINE
COMMISSION ON GOVERNMENTAL ETHICS
AMD ELECTION PRACTICES
135 STATE HOUSE STATION
AUGUSTA, MAINE
Q43330135

January 4, 2007

Benjamin Meiklejohn
11Exchange Street
Portland, ME 04101

BY CERTIFIED MAIL
Dear Mr, Meiklejohn:
RE:  Late 42-Day Post-General due 12/19/2006

You filed a 42-Day Post-General report on 12/20/2006. A penalty must be assessed for late reports based
o the amount of financial activity conducted during the filing period, the number of calendar days a report
is filed Jate, and the candidate’s filing record. Pased on the preseribed statutory formula, the preliminary
determination of the penalty for the late filing of your report would be $197.02. Please refer to the ‘
enclosed penalty matrix for more details on how the penalty is computed. If you agree with this
preliminary determination of the amount of the penalty, you may use the enclosed billing statement to pay
that penalty. : ‘

If you have a reason for filing late, you may request the Commission to make a final penalty determination.
Any request for a Commission determination rmust be made within 10 calendar days of receipt of this
notice, beginning on the day you sign its receipt. If this notice has been refused or left unclaimed at the
post office, the 10-day period begins on the day the post office indicates it has given first notice of 2
certified letter. Upon receipt of your request for a Commission determination, we will schedule you to
appear and will notify you of the date and time of the next Commission meeting. Yot or a person you
designate may then appear persopally before the C'ommission or you may send a written statement for the
Clommission’s consideration. A statement must be notarized and contain a full explanation of the reason
you filed late. Statements should be sent to the address shown on this letterhead. The Commission will
notify you of the disposition of your case within 10 days after its determination, '

NOTE: The Commission may waive penalties for late reports anly in cases where tardiness is due to
mitigating circumstances. The law defines “mitigating circumstances” as: 1) & valid emcrgency determined
by the Commission, in the interest of the sound admministration of justice, to warrant the waiver of the
penalty in whole or in part; 2) an error by the Commission staff: 3) failure to receive notice of the filing
deadline; or (4) other circumstances determined by the Commission that watrant mitigation of the penalty,
based upon relevant evidence presented that a hona fide effort was made to file the report in accordance
with the gtatutory requirements, including, but not limited to, unexplained delays in postal service,

The Maine Clean Elsction Act taguires all revermes distributed to certified candidates from the fund to be
used for carnpaign-related purposes. Cormymission guidelines regarding permissible campaign-related
expenditures do not include the payment of a penalty 252 sermissible expenditure.

Sincerely,

i) Froap—

Mathaniel Brown
Candidate Registrar

OFFICE L.OCATED AT: 242 STATE STREET, AUGUSTA, MAINE
WEEBSITE: WwWW.MaAINEGOV/ETHICS

PHONE: (207) 267.4179 ‘ FAXN: (207) 287-6773
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COMMISSION ON GOVERNMENTAL ETHICS AND ELECTION PRACTICES
PENALTY MATRIX FOR LATE CANDIDATE REPORT FILINGS

_ BASISFOR PENALTIES
: 21-A M.R.S.A. Section 1020-A(4)
* The penalty for late filing of a required report is a percentage of the total contributions or expenditures for
the filing period, whickever 1s greater, multiplied by the number of calendar days the Teport ig filed late, as
follows:
For the first violation, 1%
For the second vielation, 3%
For the third and each subsequent violation, 5%
A penalty begins to accrue at 3:00 p.m. on the day the report 15 due.

Example: The treasurer files the candidate’s veport
two (2) days late.  The candidate has not had any . ‘
previous late violations this bigmnium. The candidate Your penatty is calculated as follows:
reports a total of 52,500 i contributions and $1,500 m ‘

cxpenditores for the filing period. The penalty is

caleulated as follows: Contributions/Expenditures: § §.367.28
§2,500 Cireater amount of the total eontributions o Percent prescribed: X .03
reeaived or expenditures made during the ‘
fiting period ‘ g 107.02
X.01 Percent prescribed for Frst violation '
5235 00 One pcréent of total contributions Number ofd.a.yg late: A1

_X 2 Number of calendar deys late Total penalty accrued: s 197.02
§50.00 Total penalty ' ' ‘

Any penalty of Jess than $5 is waived.

Violations accuwrnulate on repoﬁ:é with fiting deadlines in a 2-year perjod that begins on January 1st of each
even-nurnbered year. Waijver of a penalty does not nullify the finding of a violation.

A required report that is sent by certified or registered United States mail and postmarked at least 2
days hefore the deadline is not subject to penalty. ‘

MAXIMUM PENALTIES
21-A MLR.5.A. Section 1020-A(5)

5,600 for reports }equired to be filed 42 days before an election {gubermalorial candidate only),

6 days beforc an clection, 42 days after an election, and for 48-hour reports,
51,000 for semiannual reports.

FOR 6/7/06 EXPENDITURES

Revised 6/03
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STATE OF MAINE
COMMISSION ON GOVERNMENTAL ETHICE
AND ELECTION PRACTICES
135 §TATE HQUSE 3TATION
AUVGUST4A, MAINE
04333-0133

Tanuary 4, 2007

Benjamin Meiklejohn
11Exchange Street’
Portland, ME 04101

The Commission staff has made a preliminary determination, based upon application of
the statutory formula, that a penalty of $197.02 applies for the late filing of your 42-Day Post-
General report. If you agree with this determination, please make your check or money order in
that amount payable to “Treasurer, State of Maine,” and send it, along with the bottom half of
this letter, to the Cornmission on Govenumental Ethics and Election Practices, 135 State House
Station, Augusta, Maine 04333, within 30 days of the date noted above. Please see the
instructions incladed in the attached letter if you would like the Commission to make a formal
determination of any penalty to be assessed in this case.

Failure to pay the full amount of an assessed penalty is a ¢ivil violation. The
Commission is required to report to the Attorney General the name of any person who fails to
pay the full amount of any penalty. Please direct any questions you may have about this matter
to Nathaniel Brown at 287-7652. ‘

{ut Along Dotted Ling

For Office Use Only:
Account: CGEEP
Fund: 014 Approp: 02

T'Q Commission on Governmental Ethics and Election Practices
135 State Houss Station
Augusta, Maine 04333

From: Benjamin Meiklejohn

RE:  Penalty for late filing of 42-Day Post-General report

Amount Enclosed:  §

Checl/Iv. O, No.: H

Please Make Check or Money Order Payable ta Treasurer, State of Maine

OFFICE LOCATED AT: 242 STATE §TREET, AUGUSTA, MAINE
WERSITE: WWW.MAINE GOV/ETHICS

FHONE: (207) 287.4179 ‘ ' ‘ FAX: (207) 287-6775
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SENDER: COMPLETE TRIS SECTION

AN i, T v, B s o e s,

Benjamm MEIKIEJDhnl
' 11Exchange Street
1, Portland, ME 04101

L ” : | Exprass:MaII :
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